
BATTLES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
THROUGH NARRATIVE MAPS

A LESSON PLAN BY GEOFFREY ALADRO

 Map of Newport, Rhode Island by Jean Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur in 1780
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Lesson Description

In this lesson students explore the American Revolution by researching historic events 
and creating narrative maps. Students then present their narrative maps with the 
assistance of a document camera and projector. This lesson is designed for use in an 
eighth grade United States history course. However, it is easily adapted for both lower 
and higher social studies courses. The lesson focuses on developing students’ 
understanding of chronology, cause & effect, physical geography, and the use of 
technology with map forms. 

Students begin by studying maps from the Rochambeau Map Collection from the 
Library of Congress. These maps were used by Jean Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, comte 
de Rochambeau, while he commanded the French expeditionary army during the 
American Revolution. Groups are created in which each student has specific 
responsibilities (writing, drawing, inking, coloring). All students in the group are 
responsible for presenting the map to the class. Students are assessed on their 
contribution to the creation and presentation of their group’s map. 

A document camera is essential to facilitating the presentation of the maps to the class. 
During the presentations students zoom into specific sections of their map using the 
document camera and pan around important locations on their map. This way the 
entire class is able to see the details of the map during the presentation. A projector is 
necessary for sharing the image from the document camera with the class. If a projector 
is unavailable, another option is to share the image from the document camera over a 
network and have students watch the presentation from networked computers. An 
interactive whiteboard allows students to digitally annotate the map during the 
presentation. The use of technology allows the class to see the details of each map rather 
than merely hear about them during the presentations. 

The idea behind this lesson is easily adapted for covering westward expansion, the Civil 
War, World War II, and other topics in US history in which physical geography played 
an important role. Furthermore, this strategy works very well for history or geography 
courses focusing on other parts of the world and time periods.
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Florida Sunshine State Standards

SS.A.1.3.2 Understands how patterns, chronology, sequencing (including cause and 
effect), and the identification of historical periods are influenced by 
frames of reference.

SS.A.4.3.2 Knows the role of physical and cultural geography in shaping events in 
the United States (e.g., environmental and climatic influences on 
settlement of the colonies, the American Revolution, and the Civil War).

SS.B.1.3.1 Uses various map forms (including thematic maps) and other geographic 
representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report 
geographic information including patterns of land use, connections 
between places, and patterns and processes of migration and diffusion.  

Concepts

• Chronology
• Physical Geography
• Cause & Effect
• Maps & Technology

Objectives

• Students will be able to put events into a chronological sequence.
• Students will gain an understanding of how physical geography 

influences historical events (e.g., the Battle of Yorktown)
• Students will make connections between cause and effect.
• Students will be able to use technology to retrieve and present graphic 

information.

Time Required

From two class periods to six class periods depending on if the presentations are 
organized to correlate with class lectures or if they occur during the same class.

Materials

• The American Journey by Glencoe or other US History textbook
• Document Camera
• Projector (or multiple computers with network access)
• Posters, Pencils, Markers, Colored Pencils
• Computers with Internet Access
• OPTIONAL: Interactive Whiteboard
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Procedure

1. Begin by brainstorming with students some possible uses for maps. 

1.1. Who might need maps during the American Revolution?

1.2. How would maps benefit an army during a war?

1.3. What could a map be used for before a battle?

1.4. What could a map be used for after a battle?

2. Introduce students to Jean-Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, comte de Rochambeau.

2.1. Rochambeau was a French aristocrat and soldier.

2.1.1. He fought in numerous battles in Europe.

2.1.2. In 1780 he became a Lieutenant General and commanded 5,000 
French troops as part of the Continental army under George Washington.

2.2. The Library of Congress has a large collection of maps used by Rochambeau. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/rochambeau-maps/

2.2.1.  Rochambeau’s army landed in 
Newport, Rhode Island. Rochambeau 
used a map of the bay. This map  
focuses on the placement of ships and 
coastal batteries. This map was created 
in preparation for a possible British 
attack. This map is available at          
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3774n.ar101700. 

2.2.2. The map of Newport was created before a possible battle, however 
that was not the only use for maps during the American Revolution. Maps 
were also used to record what had happened during battles.
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2.2.3. This map was created after the Battle of Trenton to document the 
engagement between American troops under the command of General 
Washington and Hessian regiments under the command of Colonel Rall. 
This map is available at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3814t.ar126700.

2.2.3.1. Make sure the students understand that this map was not 
created before the battle. It was created after the battle to document 
what happened.

2.2.3.2. Explain how the descriptions in the right column correlate 
to the letters on the map to describe what happened in the battle.

2.2.3.3. Draw attention to how the map uses colors, labels, and 
symbols to show American and Hessian units in the battle.

2.3. Discuss with students the advantages and disadvantages of using a narrative 
map to document the events of a battle.

3. Introduce students to britishbattles.com and display the page on the Battle of Trenton 
http://www.britishbattles.com/battle-trenton.htm.

3.1. Ask students to identify where, when, and who using the information at the 
top of the page.
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3.2. The page provides a textual account of the battle as well as a map.          
http://www.britishbattles.com/images/trenton/trenton-map-l.jpg

3.3. Have students compare and contrast this map of the Battle of Trenton with 
the map from the Rochambeau Collection. Discuss the similarities and 
differences. A key point should be that this map lacks textual descriptions.

4. Assign students to create narrative maps of important battles.

4.1. Students should be placed into groups of four with specific responsibilities.

4.1.1. One student is responsible for the descriptive text on the map.

4.1.2. One student is responsible for drawing the map.

4.1.3. One student is responsible for coloring the map. 

4.1.4. One student is responsible for adding ink outlines to the map. 

4.1.5. All members are responsible for presenting the map in class.
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4.2. Each group should be assigned one of the following battles:

4.2.1. The Battle of Concord and Lexington

4.2.2. The Battle of Bunker Hill

4.2.3. The Battle of Fort Washington

4.2.4. The Battle of Trenton

4.2.5. The Battle of Cowpens

4.2.6. The Battle of Yorktown

4.3. Students should work together to complete the following steps:

4.3.1. Research their assigned battle in the textbook, on the internet, and at 
britishbattles.com.

4.3.2. Figure out a sequence of key events in the battle.

4.3.3. Draw the map in pencil and add descriptive text.

4.3.4. Add color to the map.

4.3.5. Trace important lines in black ink for clarity.

4.3.6. Design a presentation to explain the events of the battle to the class 
using a document camera to zoom in and pan around the map.

4.4. Student presentations can be organized in two possible ways.

4.4.1. Groups can present their maps chronologically during one class as a 
review of the American Revolution.

4.4.2. Groups can present on different days so that the presentations 
correlate with a class lecture and learning activity.

Assessment

Scores are assigned to the students during the presentations. The rubric below has 
guidelines for scoring the text, drawing, color, ink, and presentation. Each student 
should receive a presentation score and a score for their contribution to the map (either 
text, drawing, color, or ink). The maximum score for each student would be eight 
points. A suggested grading scale is provided below as well.
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RUBRIC

Score 1 2 3 4

Text minimal 
descriptions

limited 
descriptions

detailed 
descriptions

thorough 
descriptions

Drawing map is unclear occasionally 
unclear

map is clear clear, concise and 
effective

Color incorrectly colored consistent errors mostly appropriate always 
appropriate

Ink incorrectly 
outlined

consistent errors mostly appropriate always 
appropriate

Presentation unclear somewhat 
sequenced

logically 
structured

well-developed 
and logical 
sequence

GRADING SCALE

Grade A B C D F

Points 8 6 - 7 4 - 5 3 0-2
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